
THE HARD-TO-ADOPTS 

A couple of our Adoption Center kitties have 
been with us for quite a while.   They consider 
the Center their home, and the volunteers their 
family.   So, now those cats we consider 
“adoptable” turn into “hard-to-adopts” the mo-
ment strangers walk in the front door of their 
home.   That’s the “HARD” part … getting 
people to give them a chance!  A potential 
adopter needs to be someone who understands 
that these cats have all the ingredients for a 
great relationship…they just need to be put to-
gether with a lot of patience and understand-
ing.  Any volunteer can tell you just how won-
derful the cats are once they get to know you!!!   

Fiona  You might see 
Fiona as an anti-social 
cat, or maybe even in-
timidating.  But, we 
consider her a “cautious 
cat.”   She can be aloof 
at times, but once she’s 
comfortable with you, 
she enjoys pets (on her 
terms, of course).   She 
is a beautiful, independ-
ent two-year old.   She 
enjoys play-hunting and 
chasing through the Adoption Center with   

Hannah, who has become her friend.  She can 
be quite affectionate one-on-one with a person.   
She is content lounging around and loves win-
dow-watching.  She needs someone who un-
derstands her need to play and can give her 
dedicated time every 
day.  Fiona would do 
best in a household with 
no dogs or kids.  

Mama Pepper You 
might see Mama Pepper 
as a scaredy cat, or 
maybe even unfriendly.  
But we consider her a 
“nervous cat.”  She has 
a more delicate disposi-
tion and is a bit more 
high-strung, so is very 
shy at first.  But once she gets to know you, 
she becomes confident, talkative, and affection-
ate!    She loves to play and enjoys being up on 
the cat trees.   She is a kitty that needs some-
one with a great deal of patience to allow her 
time to come out of her shell and adapt to a 
new environment.   If she is given the appropri-
ate time and space, a wonderful, sweet com-
panion will be the reward!   Pepper would do 
best as an only cat in a quiet household with no 
dogs or kids. 
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STATISTICS 

Rescues/Surrenders – In the first quarter, we 
rescued 45 cats and kittens.  Of that number, 30 
were surrendered pets, 9 were unowned cats, 
and 6 were born to rescued pregnant cats.   

Adoptions – We also re-homed 45 kitties (9 
adults, 16 teens and 20 kittens)—even with our 
adoption rate last year!   

Spay/Neuter – We facilitated 47 spay/neuters 
in the first quarter and are pleased to say that 
30% were TNR (trap-neuter-release).   We are so 
pleased to be able assist individuals who are 
working in their neighborhoods to manage the 
outdoor cat population. 

Foster Care – Even though adoptions were flat 
year over year, we do have more cats in foster 
than we had last year – particularly adult cats.   
PLEASE spread the word that Kindred Kitties con-
tinues to be in need of committed foster homes.  
If anyone you know is interested, please have 

them inquire by calling 262/605-0533 or checking 
out the fostering information on our website. 

Volunteers – And it is worth repeating again 
and again that we are so appreciative of the ef-
forts of our volunteers.   There are more hours 
than we can possibly count being invested by 
those volunteers who keep our Adoption Center 
clean and monitor the well-being of the cats that 
reside there, by those who foster and love our 
kitties on a daily basis, by those who coordinate 
getting cats into foster homes, or to the vet, or 
making sure they are up to date on vaccines and 
properly medicated, and by those who work so 
hard to plan and execute events that generate 
the funds to keep Kindred Kitties going both in 
the short- and long-term.   It is the dedication of 
volunteers at every level of our organization that 
truly makes Kindred Kitties what it is!    

 

Thank you volunteers for all that you have done 
and continue to do for all the kindred kitties!! 

 



 

MEMORIAMS 

In Memory of… 

Blossom Z by Janet Eppers 
 

Carolyn Newton by Josie & Sophie Malinowski 
 

Daughter Jamie, who loved cats by John     

Siniawski 
 

David by Beverly Wishau 
 

Debra Nelson by Carol Kramer 
 

Joyce Moran by Beth Sternhagen 
 

Olga Rodriguez by Scott Rude, and Phillip    

Rodriguez 
 

Our Beloved Kittie by Don & Joan Logan 

 

HONORARIUMS 
 

In Honor of… 
 

Audi, Luna, & Jack by Marnie Wojtanek 
 

 

Mole & May by Jodi Reilley 
 

 

Sheila’s Birthday by Gerald Kreuger 
 

 

Jane Broughton-Schaefer’s Birthday by Chris 

Hammelev, Krista Halsted, and Jason Thiele 

 

SPONSORSHIPS 
 

Emilio by Marie DeBock 
 

Mama Hannah by Chris  

Hammelev 
 

Adoption Center Kitties by 

Stacy Krause 

 
 

 

EMPLOYEE GIVING 
 

Abbott Labs  

Elizabeth Anderson, Kathy Brand, Letitia Dabbs,  

Alec Gray, Lorraine Mich, Clinton Schultz, Carrie 

Shane, Heather Witek, and Anonymous 
 

Abbvie 

Lisa Baker, Teodoro Cabili, Wendy Copeland, 

Erika Fietze, Heidi Hocker,  and Marion Refici 
 

Advocate Aurora - Mary Lobue 
 

Allstate - Krystal Smuda, and Laura Wagoner 
 

Aon - Marcia O’Day 
 

AT&T - Anonymous 
 

BMO Financial Group 

Brandi Dundon, and Theresa Kratochvil 
 

Costco 

Joan Bojarski, Stephanie Brown, and Anony-

mous 
 

Discover Financial Services 

David Menke 
 

Intel Foundation - Charles Binzel 
 

Microsoft Rewards -  Anonymous 
 

Pfizer - Debbie Grube 
 

United Way of Lake County 

Susan Scherer, and Beth Scheutz-Wilson 

 

DONATION JARS 
 

New Leaf Resale 
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Your support means everything to us -- both your time and money!  We make every effort to 
acknowledge all who contribute to Kindred Kitties in a variety of ways.   If you were not acknowl-
edged below, please know that it is totally unintentional.  Every one of you makes a difference!  
The following  donations were received January through March, 2022. 
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COMPANY MATCHES 
 
 

Abbott Labs 
Alec Gray, Elizabeth Anderson, 
Kathy Brand, Letitia Dabbs, Lor-
raine Mich, Clinton Schultz, 
Heather Witek, and Anonymous 
 

AT&T - Anonymous 
 

Allstate - Krystal Smuda, and 
Laura Wagoner 
 

Aon - Marcia O’Day 
 

Costso - Joan Bojarski, Stepha-
nie Brown, and Anonymous 
 

Discover Financial Services 
David Menke 
 

Intel - Charles Binzel 
 

Pfizer - Debbie Grube 
 

UBS - Diane Veenendaal 

 

DONATIONS 

TWR Anderson 

Cheryl Angelini 

Anonymous 

Pam Bamford 

Ivy Berg 

Jennifer Bero 

Beth & Dave Boettcher 

Bruce Boggs 

Jill Briscoe 

Janice Craig-Rayat 

Diane Delaney 

Eugene & Shirley Blasi Trust 

Forrest & Lori Feldt 

Reno Fera-Ducatt 

Donald & Joy Gunter 

Shelley Hacker 

Shelly Heather 

Carly Hilton 

Robert & Donna Holmen 

 

Sara Horein 

Judith & Patrick Hotavis 

Wren Ide 

Susan Jurgensen 

Peggy Kerkman 

Victoria Kratohwil 

Stacy Krause 

Daniel Krout 

Linda Krout 

Kwik Trip 

Paul Leffelman 

Wally Lindberg 

Rolf Lundmark 

Cathryn McDowell 

Carol McGinnis 

Sheryl McGrath 

Beth McLain 

Nicole Mosca 

Kathryn Rouse 

Debbie Rueber 

Charlene Scherer 

Mike & Wendy Schoenke 

Katherine Schultze 

Danielle Schweitzer 

Barbara Spicknall 

Mary Lynn Tarczewski 

Thrivent Choice 

Joseph Tiso 

Allison Treloar 

Mary Vozel 

Merry Jo Wellman 

Thomas Wilhauk 

Marnie Wojtanek 

Michelle Woller 

Meredith Wood     
  

 

ONLINE PROGRAMS 

Amazon Smile 

Network for Good 

PayPal Giving 

 

FOOD & SUPPLIES 

Sarah Alexander 

Mary Beth Burdelah 

Gail Caldwell 

Jill Hancock 

Carson Hannes 

Kelli Piwoni 

Aaron & Lucy Richmond 

Saliu Zana 

Festival Foods—Paw Away 
Hunger Program 

And MANY Anonymous Do-

nors!! 

 

The Kindred Kitties  
Board of Directors 

 
 

Pam Diedrich - President 
Ryan Erjavac - Vice President 
Cathy McDowell - Treasurer 
Mary Kessenich - Secretary 
Jen Erjavac - Foster Coordinator 
Chris Hammelev - Event Coordinator 
Kristen Agner, Member at Large 
Jimee Dunn, Member at Large 
Open 
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THE KITTENS ARE COMING! 
 
While kittens are born throughout the year, 
springtime brings the most to our doors. You 
may come across a litter in your yard, or under 
your porch, or even on a walk. What should 
you do? The following information (along with 
other cat care material) can be found on the 
Kindred Kitties website, kindredkitties.org. 

 
Pregnant Strays and Young Kittens 

It is important to note that we are unable to 
provide medical advice nor can we provide you 
with all of the information you need to care for 
a pregnant or nursing stray and young kitties. 
The following information is meant to serve as 
basic guidelines. If you believe a cat or kitten is 
sick, please take it to a vet immediately for an 
exam or treatment. If you are unable to do 
this, please take the kitty to your local humane 
society so that it can get the medical attention 
it needs. 

Pregnant Strays 

If you believe the stray kitty is pregnant, you 
can take her to the vet for an exam to be cer-
tain. Depending on how far along in her preg-
nancy she is, you may have the option of end-
ing the pregnancy (a spay/abort procedure). If 
this is not an option, you will need to provide a 
safe, warm place for her to have her kittens. A 
box or laundry basket lined with towels will 
work. For more information on a cat’s gestation 
period or the birthing process, please look 
online, as there are many great resources out 
there. The mother cat should be fed high quali-
ty kitten food during the pregnancy and 
through the duration of nursing the kittens. Kit-
tens should not be separated from the mother 
and siblings until they are fully weaned—
generally 8 weeks old as this provides im-
portant nutrition and social skills for the kit-
tens. 

Nursing Strays 

NEVER bring a female cat inside or otherwise 
relocate her if she has been recently nursing. 
This could result in the death of her entire lit-

ter. The cat may be nursing if she has less hair 
around her nipples or swollen mammary area. 
If this is the case, try to locate the kittens and 
bring them all inside—but never separate 
them. 

Feral Cat with Kittens 

If you believe you have found a feral cat with 
kittens, assess the situation carefully before 
intervening in any way unless the kittens ap-
pear to be in imminent danger. The kittens 
have the absolute best chance of survival if 
they are able to stay with their mother during 
the first four weeks of life. If possible, wait un-
til the kittens are 4-6 weeks old to remove 
them from the mother. Kittens taken from the 
mother later in life, between 8-12 weeks, are 
often much more difficult to socialize. Don’t 
forget to trap and spay the mother kitty once 
the kittens have been removed. Continue to 
feed her daily to keep her in the area and get 
her spayed as soon as possible. Kitties can be-
come pregnant again WHILE they are nursing 
their current litter. 

Abandoned Kittens 
 
If you come across what you believe is an 
abandoned litter of kittens, time is of the es-
sence. Depending on their age and how long 
they have been without their mama, they may 
not have much time to lose. If the kittens ap-
pear to be well-fed, healthy, warm, and are not 
screaming for food, their mom may not be far 
away. She may be out looking for food or tem-
porarily scared off due to your presence. 
Please do not disturb the kittens and keep an 
eye from a distance for a couple hours to see if 
mama returns to care for them. If the mother 
is still around, keep them together if at all pos-
sible as it will increase the kittens’ chance of 
survival. If the kittens are screaming for food, 
cold/dirty, or look like mama has not been 
there to feed them, do not delay, these kittens 
need to be warmed up and fed. DO NOT FEED 
KITTENS COWS MILK. Please 
see Kitten Rescue’s online resource 
for more information about Raising 
Orphaned Kittens. 
 
 

 

http://www.kittenrescue.org/index.php/cat-care/kitten-care-handbook/


MORE PURRS & MEWS Page 5 

Jelly Bean & Peeps 

If you follow Kindred Kitties on Facebook you 
may be familiar with part of these little kitties’ 
story. 

The kittens had been found by a kind and ob-
servant couple who were out walking in Twin 
Lakes. The couple heard the kittens crying and 
when they went to investigate they found these 
two tiny ones—the only survivors in their nest. 
The babies were dirty, had eye infections and 
were very hungry. Their rescuers made sure the 
kitties were comfortable, safe and warm in a 
nice box and got them some kitten formula.  

JELLY BEAN   PEEPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Easter Sunday, one of Kindred Kitties’ won-
derful fosters took the kittens into her home.  
She named them Jelly Bean and Peeps.  After 
checking their teeth, she estimated the kitties 
were four weeks old and very small for their 
age with Jelly Bean weighing 8.4 oz., and Peeps 
9.3 oz. The rescuers had found them just in 
time! 

After a flea bath, eye care at the vet, lots of 
bottles and, tender loving care, Jelly Bean and 
Peeps now - just a few weeks later - weigh one 
pound! 

 

 

Although they won’t be available for adoption 
for a while. Here are Peeps and Jelly Bean to-
day. Don’t they look great?! 

 

Special Pet Awareness Dates 
May 1-7...National Pet Week 

May 3...National Specially-Abled Pets Day 

June is Adopt a Shelter Cat Month 

June 4...Hug Your Cat Day 

June 24...Cat World Domination Day 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

EVENT INFORMATION      
 

It’s not too late to sign-up for the Hike!  
Early Registration (through May 6) is $25 for ages 9 years + and a T-shirt is guaranteed. 

Registration May 7 - 22 is $30 for ages 9 years + and a T-shirt can not be guaranteed.  

Sign-up online at shorturl.at/gnBJ3, paper registration forms are available at 

kindredkitties.org. 

Kenosha Kingfish vs Lakeshore Chinooks 
 

Saturday, June 25 

Gates open at 5:05 pm, Game time is 6:05 pm 
 

$17  Includes Game Ticket, Kingfish Hat, and 
Fireworks after the Game! 
 
To order tickets online, checkout the Events 
tab at kindredkitties.org. 

Join Us for an  

Evening with the  

Kingfish! 

 

Hope to See You There! 


