
Meet Coral!!    

At the end of February, Ma-
ma Calypso and her four kit-
tens—just a week old—were 
surrendered to us.  After a 
few days, their foster mom 
noticed that one of the kit-
tens was “flat chested” 
which made it difficult for 
her to nurse and she wasn’t 
gaining weight at nearly the weight that her sib-
lings were.    A trip to the vet confirmed that 
her problem was one that definitely needed to 
be dealt with. 

Coral was diagnosed with 
a condition referred to as 
Pectus evcavatum or 
“Funnel Chest” which is a 
congenital condition 
causing the  sternum and 
rib cage to be misshapen 
and sunken into the 
chest.  It can lead to se-
rious issues if there is 
not enough space for the 
heart and lungs to grow.  
Surgery to correct this 
condition is most effec-

tive and successful while the kitten’s bones are 
still pliable and involves shaping the ribs and 
expanding the chest. 
 

Thanks to Dr. David Brdecka at VSC Surgery 
Department in Bannockburn IL, Coral is on her 
way to a normal life!  She was initially fitted 
with her first chest plate, which was replaced by 
a second one as she grew.   Throughout the 
whole process, she had to be kept quiet and 
isolated—not natural for a kitten!  She’s been so 
good about that.  
Once that second 
plate is removed, 
and after a short 
recovery, she will 
be able to  do all 
the things a nor-
mal kitten does!   
And we’ll be able 
to get her ready 
for her forever 
home!! 

2023—January thru April 
 

Rescues/Surrenders – We took in 123 cats 
and kittens.   Of that number, 72 were surren-
dered pets, 31 were unowned cats, 6 were 
transferred from other shelters, and 14 were 
born to rescued pregnant cats.  This number 
was a 43% increase over what we took in dur-
ing the same period last year.   
 

Adoptions – We re-homed 63 kitties (18 
adults, 28 teens and 17 kittens). 
 

Spay/Neuter –  We facilitated the spay/
neuter of a total of 99 cats.  This year, we are 
able, with funds provided by generous donors, 
and thru a grant provided by the John & Ruth 
Kloss Foundation to continue to assist individu-
als in getting cats fixed.  So far this year, we 
have facilitated the spay/neuter of 58 owned 
and neighborhood cats.  And, as in the past, 
where we were unable to help in some areas, 
we were successful in referring individuals to 
alternative programs to ensure that we maxim-
ized spay/neuter in general. 
 

Foster Care – We are currently housing 96 
cats, and are grateful for the great team of 
foster families who make themselves available 
to house our kindred kitties. There are times 
when we receive as many as 15-30 calls in a 
week from one place or another, and based on 
our available space, we just can’t help them all.   
Because of the increased number of cats we 
have taken in this year 
already, our need for fos-
ters is even greater.  If 
you have ever considered 
fostering, now would be a 
great time to start!    Call 
262/605-0533 for more 
information or check out 
the foster information on 
Kindred Kitties website at  
www.kindredkitties.org/
getinvolved/programs/
fosterprograms 

 

Welcome to our new fosters: Alyssa Belotti, 
Amber Nichols, Pamela See, Jeanette Zampanti  
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Sometimes Special Needs Arise! 
 
We are finished out the month of April taking in 
a record number of 78 cats and kittens — 44 in 
the last week (17 adults and 27 kittens). So to 
say our volunteers and fosters were busy is an 
understatement.  
 
Thirty nine of the kitties have come from one 
home who asked for our help to reduce the 
number of cats both in and around their home. 
What probably started as a couple neighborhood 
strays spiraled quickly out of control. Cats can 
reproduce so fast!! This is why spay/neuter and 
TNR are  so important. We are thankful they 
asked for our assistance and that we have been 
able to help with this big task! The kitties are 
settling into their foster homes and while they 
are very scared, they are also quite approach-
able and sweet.  We look forward to getting to 
know them as they decompress and helping 
them find their forever homes.   You will be 
hearing more about them in the near future!! 
 
As we always say, if you ever considered foster-
ing, there is always a need! But we also have a 
need for individuals who are available at times to 
help transport kitties from foster to and from 
spay/neuter appointments (in Milwaukee) when 
our fosters are not available to do so.  
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MEMORIAMS 

In Memory of… 

All our babies by James Mitchell 

Carol Talakowski by Joan Doucette 

Charlene Williamson by Brock Williamson 

Clarence by JoAnn Anen 

Deborah Guzman by Justin Guzman 

Emilio by Marie DeBock & Sheryl McGrath 

John Kreger by Bonnie Kreger 

Kitten by Linda Schwefel 

Kitty Grace by Don & Joan Logan 

Loki & Chessie b James & Mary Neubaum 

Lorna Stock by Craig & Patricia Waswrick 

Luna by Judy Reynolds 

Mary Keen by Sigrid Marks 

Midge by Suzanne Landis & Catherine Meyer 

Olga Rodriguez by Phillip Rodriguez 

Patches by Judy Munson 

Ran by Mikolai Jindrich 

Roman by Marnie Wojtanek 

Roxie by Julia Bishop 

Simon Kendzierski by Vincent Kendzierski 

Stubby by Kathy Irish 

Tornado ‘Tomi’ by Ramon Israel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HONORARIUMS 

In Honor of… 

Athena & Bosco by Michael Kukulka 

Audi, Luna & Jack by Marnie Wojtanek 

Bella & Chloe by Scott & Dawn Lofquist 

Bob Hoban by Jean Steele 

Cathryn McDowell by Kristin Agner 

Diane’s Birthday by Pat Baird 

Don Jones by Sue Kuryanowicz 

El Chapo by Diana Chafey 

Meatball by Allison Treloar 

Milo & Daisy by Becky Henn 

Minnie & Ernie by Rick Keffer 

Shirley Pearson by Jill Roderick 

Stover by Catherine Marshall 

Taylor by Sandra Ambrosini 

Zoe by Janice Craig-Rayat 
 

 
 

 

STORE SUPPLIES & EQUPMENT 

Zena Blom, Heather Buddenhagen, Wendy 
Copeland, Marge Covelli, Jody Davis, Barbara 
Dybowski, Fran Juergensmeyer, Kendra Katt, 
Jeanne Kelly, Julie Klobuchar-Giles, Kroger– 
Roundy Supermarkets, Crystal Macholz, Jan 
Marchuk, Kari Marquardt, Beth McLain, Kath-
leen Mead, David Medlik, Jim & JudyMitchell, 
Lisa Mosher, Paw Away Hunger Program-
Festival Foods, Lucy & Aaron Richmond, 
Wendy Schoenke, Adalia Shchurowsky, San-
dra Siebert, Gilda Smith, Stephanie, Joanne 
Thompson, Mark Trego  

      And Many Anonymous Donors! 

 

Your support means everything to us -- both your time and money!  We make every  
effort to acknowledge all who contribute to Kindred Kitties in a variety of ways.   If you 
were not acknowledged below, please know that it is totally unintentional.  We know 
every one of you makes a difference! 
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EMPLOYEE GIVING 
 

Abbott Labs: Elizabeth Anderson, Anony-

mous, Bradley Santeler, Chakenetsa Sulamoyo, 

Letitia Dabbs, Alec Gray, Katie Larson, Sheila 

Loper, Lorraine Mich, Clinton Schultz, Kathleen 

VanKampen, Steven Wendling 
 

Abbvie: Anonymous, Lisa Baker, Heather    

Edwards, Erika Fietze, Heidi Hocker, Marion     

Refici, Viktoriya Yatsenko 
 

Advocate Aurora: Mary Lobue, Michelle    

Penberthy 
 

Allstate: Krystal Smuda 
 

AT&T: Anonymous 
 

BMO Financial Group: Brandi Dundon, Fran-

cisca Kames, Theresa Kratochvil 
 

CarMax:  Anonymous, Shelley Hacker,  Mat-

thew Swingler 

CBRE: Ann Lobotzke 
 

Costco: Joan Bojarski, Stephanie Brown, Jane 

Conley, Michelle Penberthy 

Discover Financial: Kathleen Anstrand, David 

Menke 

Takeda: Lou Ann Giffort   

United Way of Lake County: Karen Ficcardi,  

Susan Scherer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

COMPANY MATCHES 
 

Abbott Labs: Alec Gray, Anonymous, Bradley 

Santeler, Chakanetsa Sulamoyo, Clinton 

Schultz, Elizabeth Anderson, Kathleen 

VanKampen, Katie Larson, Letitia Dabbs,     

Lorraine Mich, Sheila Loper, Steven Wedling 

Abbvie: Anonymous, Erika Fietze, Lisa Baker, 

Marion Refici, Viktoriya Yatesenko 

Aon: Pam Diedrich 

AT&T: Anonymous 

CBRE: Ann Lobotzke 

Costco: Joan Bojarski, Stephanie Brown, Jane 

Coney 

IAC: Anonymous 

Intel Foundation: Charles Binzel 

 

Your support means everything to us -- both your time and money!  We make every  
effort to acknowledge all who contribute to Kindred Kitties in a variety of ways.   If you 
were not acknowledged below, please know that it is totally unintentional.  We know 
every one of you makes a difference! 

Special Pet Awareness Dates 

May 7-13 —Be Kind To Animals Week 
 

JUNE—Adopt-A-Shelter Cat Month 
 

June 4—Hug Your Cat Day 
 

June 19—Take Your Cat To Work Day 
 

June 24—Cat World Domination Day 

& 

World Day Against the Abandonment of 
Domestic Animals 

 

July 1—ID Your Pet Day 
 

July 10—Nation Kitten Day 
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DONATIONS 
 

Ernesto Alcivar 
Sandra Ambrosini 
Tim Anderson 
Anonymous 
Apis Hotel 
Sean Baker 
Jennifer Bero 
Bruce Boggs 
Linda Borneman 
Teodoro & Tamara Cabili 
Kitty Carls 
Wendy Copeland  
Margie Covelli 
Lynn Day 
Betty Dennison 
Christine Dobson 
Vickie Elliker 
Sandra Feeney 
Lori Feldt 
Robin Gesinski 
Melissa Gomez 
Teri Gragen 
Melissa Gray 
Laura Greenwell 
Robin & Dave Hamilton 
Ashley Hammond 
Shelly Heather 
Catherine Hibbard 
Loretta Holton 
Nancy & Nick Huck 
Wren Ide 
Marge Illich 
Richard Johnson 
Roberta Jorgenson 
Sherry Kirby 
Stacy Krause 
Sue Kuryanowicz 
Michelle Kutis 
Paul Leffelman 
Robin Lester 
Wally Lindberg 
Don & Joan Logan 
Cathryn McDowell 
Beth McLain 

 
Lisa Miller 
James Mitchell 
P.K. Nicholas 
Jon Nielson 
Cathy & Frank Pacholec 
Linda Perrault 
Peter Snyder 
George Sage 
Linda Savaglio 
James & Marjean Schlagenhaft 
Danielle Schweitzer 
Jerry & Kathy Severson 
Rebecca Shefler 
Larry Simons 
Krystal Smuda 
Barb & Tim Sorenson 
Amanda Tiegland 
Allison Treloar 
Janet Varley 
Julia Vesel 
Mary Vosel 
Colleen Widmar 
Michelle Woller 
Karen Wollert 
 

ONLINE GIVING 

Amazon Smile 

Network for Good 

Microsoft Rewards 

PayPal Giving Fund 
 

SPONSORSHIPS 

Marie DeBock—Mama Ethel 

Stacy Krause — Adoption Center   

  Kitties 

Liz Wescott—TNR 
 

DONATION JARS 

Adoption Center Visitors 

Martino’s on 7th Customers 

Pet Supplies Plus 

We were in the news!!  
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Save the Dates!! 

You’ve been hearing us talk about our 
dream to provide the best possible en-
vironment for our cats  by working to-
ward the purchase of a new building.    
 

While we haven’t reached our goal, we 
are making significant progress.  Re-
cently, a generous donor sponsored a 
two-month Match Challenge which add-
ed $14,923 to our building fund  and 
pushed our total up a paw print   to 
$492,000!   
 

We are now moving into the planning 
and investigative phase to  search out 
what our best options will be for the 
new Adoption Center, and to even 
check out a few buildings. 
 

We have not reached this point on our 
own!  You, our supporters have made  
it possible for us to dream big!  We 
look forward to continuing this journey 
with you, as we make our vision a     
reality! 
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